HIGH MISDEMEANOR

devil to pay. The chauffeur will report it
and the man in the street will report it, and
they'll telephone to Eisa and tell them to see
who's driving and what it means/*
"Then they mustn't go to Elsa," said I.
" They'll have to lie up in the country until
it's dark/'
George shook his head.
" When they don't fetch up at Elsa, the hunt
will be up/'
This was true. The Countess must play
out her part. She had only to take one step
which was not consistent with an effort to
get to Bariche to be suspected at once.
Staring before me, I could not think what
to do.- If only we could put on the clock . . ,
" There is Carol/* said Marya, suddenly.
She made her way to the lawn, and the
butler came towards her across the turf.
For some moments they spoke together.
Then he returned to the house, and she strolled
up to a border and added some blooms to her
posy before she came back. At last she strayed
to the bushes behind which we stood.
"They have telephoned from the palace,
to say that his Royal Highness will give himself
the pleasure of calling upon me at tea time
this afternoon/*
" The devil he will," said George. " What
does that mean ? "
Marya shrugged her shoulders.
" It's one way of stopping my going. Becatise
I am in mourning, I cannot be commanded
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